A Neighbourhood Plan for
Tiverton

What is a Neighbourhood Plan?
• Your opportunity to have a real say in how you want
Tiverton, the parish, to evolve over the next 15 to 20 years
• You can use the Plan to set out:
• What green spaces to protect
• How to ensure that the right sort of homes are
delivered, at the right scale and of the right design
• How to protect Tiverton’s character and heritage
• Ways to encourage more walking and cycling
• Improvements to assist local businesses and tourism
• Priorities for community facilities
• Ultimately your Plan will become part of the Local Plan –
and planning applications will have to adhere to its
policies, as well as those in the Mid Devon Local Plan and
the emerging Greater Exeter Plan

The main steps involved…
Designate the
Neighbourhood Area
and assemble a team
to lead the project

Gather facts and
evidence – including
from the local
community – set out
vision and objectives

Consider policies to
address objectives
including potential
sites to deliver this

Engage on emerging
options for inclusion
in the Plan

The Plan is examined
and will be the
subject of a Public
Referendum

Submit the Plan to
Mid Devon District
Council who will
consult on it a second
time

Amend the Plan
bearing in mind
comments from the
local community

Draft the Plan and
consult on it

The Tiverton Neighbourhood Plan covers the whole parish

The purpose of today
• To share emerging policy ideas
• To capture your feedback on our
progress so far
• To ask specific questions to help
shape some of the policy areas
• To answer any questions you have

Spatial Strategy
• Policy T1: Location of Development
Sets out where development will be focussed in the parish – essentially to
within the defined settlement boundaries, as these are the most
sustainable locations.
Prioritises the redevelopment of brownfield land.
Supports the bringing back into use of vacant (inc. farm) buildings.
We are not looking to allocate sites.
Do you agree with what we are proposing in terms of where development
is appropriate?

Housing
The policies take into account the findings of the
AECOM Local Housing Needs study, and:
✓Sets out a need locally for smaller 1, 2 and 3
bedroom homes
✓Provides a recommended tenure for new
developments, including affordable housing
✓Supports self-build.
An associated action is the development of a Community Land Trust, which could help to
deliver affordable homes and other facilities.
Do you agree with what we are proposing in terms of the sort of housing we are
encouraging?

Design and heritage
The policies seek to:
✓ Define the character of the parish (by area), so that
development is in-keeping
✓ Set out design principles that all new development must
adhere to
✓ Establish sustainability principles to help mitigate climate
change
✓ Protect heritage assets that are not currently listed

Are there heritage assets (buildings and structures) that you feel should
be preserved? Which ones?
Are there community energy schemes that we might support?

Natural environment
The policies seek to:

✓ Protect Local Green Spaces that are
demonstrably special
✓Identify significant views to be
protected

Can you identify any potential Local Green Spaces? Why should they be protected?
Can you suggest views within the parish that should be protected?

Community facilities
The policies seek to:

✓ Provide opportunities for additional sport
and leisure facilities
✓Protect cultural and community venues
✓Protect allotments and provide for new
areas of ‘community growing space’

Are there any additional facilities needed in Tiverton – new or
expanded?
Could we be making better use of certain facilities?

Transport and movement
The policies seek to:
✓ Encourage fewer journeys to be taken by
car
✓Identify ‘key movement routes’ within the
town to promote and maintain
✓Suggests additional routes across the
parish
✓Protect public access to the Grand
Western Canal

Can you assist in mapping out the key routes within the town?
Is car parking an issue locally? (coach parking is picked up under tourism)

Tiverton town centre and the wider economy
The policies seek to:

✓ Support mixed uses within the town centre, to
enhance its viability
✓Make improvements to the public realm
✓Protect existing employment sites and support
new ones, including flexible workspaces
✓Support a sustainable visitor economy
To what extent do you wish the plan to support the emerging Town Centre Masterplan?
Are there additional economic activities we might promote within the parish?

Next steps
Filling in the policy gaps
• Identify where we need greater emphasis
• Identifying elements to protect – green spaces, movement routes,
significant local views, heritage assets
Continue to build the evidence base
• AECOM are preparing a Character Assessment for Tiverton
• Ensuring we have the evidence to underpin each of our policies
Cross-check our suite of policies against sustainability targets
• Sustainable Tiverton
Finalise the first draft of the Plan, to take to consultation

